
COMMODORE’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2021

It is my privilege to present the Commodore’s Report to Pegasus Radio 
Sailing Club’s 3rd Annual General Meeting. My report spans from 1st July 
2020 to 30th June 2021. It was through this period that PRSC faced its 
greatest challenges yet, and most exciting outcomes. This report is an 
opportunity for me to reflect on and celebrate a few of those low lights 
and highlights, and how they have strengthened PRSC for the future. 

Auckland City’s lockdown last August meant we had to pull the plug on 
the much-heralded NZ IOM Nationals. It is typical that PRSC didn’t take 
the easy option of ‘no regatta’. Instead, for New Zealanders who were 
allowed to meet, we offered the 2020 Regatta that is now looked back on,
by everyone involved, as a highlight, from every angle. 

Covid concerns and extended bloom and weed issues in Lake Pegasus this
year, threw doubt over our Activities Program for a long period of time. 
The committee had to dig deep for alternatives to activities, and 
locations, for our membership to stay connected with radio sailing. 

Remember how desperate we were during the height of the bloom this 
year? Lindsay came to the rescue by introducing us to Tom at 
Christchurch Ready Mix. A huge amount of work went into squeezing in a 
few sailing days we would otherwise have missed. It was all worth it 
though - the experience cemented our desire to keep Lake Pegasus as our
home water. 

The long-term realism of that desire went up a notch when I attended this
year’s Pegasus Residents Group AGM to meet and hear President Matt 
and Templeton’s Chris Simpson. They publicly highlighted their 
commitment to improve the lake’s condition. 

In that AGM, I also picked up on Waimakariri Council’s pro-active goals for
the district’s youth, the consent passed for a 5-star hotel alongside the 
golf course, and the on-going search for suitable location for a new 
community centre in Pegasus Town. 

All these developments ping in my mind, every time I drive through 
Woodend and past Ravenswood and observe the progress in the new 
subdivisions. Collectively they give me confidence in PRSC’s 
sustainability.

And, then… in June this year, just as we were beginning to wonder what 
to do about the overload of our resources in Rita, a wonderful person 
quietly asked me whether the club could use a 20-foot container. After 
the easiest chat I’ve ever had with the committee, we shook hands and 
began the process of finding the container a home. I am sure most 
members know by now, that we have forged a $500 per year relationship 



with the Pegasus Golf and Sports Club to provide a secure home for both 
Rita and the container. Your next committee will unveil the way in which 
we will make good use of the arrangement. 

The Committee honours the wish for the container donation to be 
anonymous and is working on a private way to say Thank You on behalf of
the club, in style. As we do that, we also want to acknowledge Ian 
McGregor for the generous use of his section to park Rita. Lindsay and I 
have a little something to give him next time we see him. 

I would like to mention Pete Nichol who always cheerfully spots things to 
do, and follows through. He does the same for his other home in Pegasus 
– the golf course, and he was a great support in our application for a 
home for Rita and the container. 

Our approach to the Golf Club coincided with Manager James and 
Greenkeeper Chris returning from a national conference about connecting
sports clubs with their communities. PRSC popped up as a perfect fit for 
James’s and Chris’ resolution to connect with the Golf and Sport Club’s 
local communities. 

So, it is with true sincerity that I say thanks on behalf of our club to 
Gareth, Laurie and Lindsay, with Mark and John for your high-quality 
management of the club’s affairs, and selfless support for our club.  

A special thanks from us goes to Pam J for stepping in these last few 
months to record new-member details. As of 30 June 2021, PRSC had 46 
members. I am excited to report that as of today, we have 49 members 
which is tantalisingly close to the half century. 

The enthusiasm of PRSC members rubs off on all passers by and none 
more so than from Darryl Pender who has picked up from Mark to 
encourage stellar growth in membership, and camaraderie for our DF 95 
and IOM fleets. Thanks Darryl. 

Our core business is of course – Radio Sailing. Considering the challenges 
thrown at us by Covid and the lake biota, we have enjoyed some of the 
highest standard of racing this season. And that was made possible by the
consistent quality of leadership from our rostered Race Officers and 
Assistants. Thanks guys. 

Robert’s offer to host Wednesday Sailing came as a special treat for our 
impromptu sailing. He means it when he offers it as relaxed “fun in the 
sun”. Robert has also carved a niche with his sack barrow full of charged 
batteries. We have come to look out for it on Sundays as a signal ‘racing 
is about to start’. Thank you, Robert. 



Finally, my thanks extend to all the other members who rolled their 
sleeves up and offered help when they could see it was needed. The club 
is in good health and good hands. Thank you one and all.

That concludes my report and I move it be accepted and approved. 


